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This document sets out the conditions that paint, insulation, air, wipe and material samples must meet to be accepted and analysed by SEEF Laboratorium B.V. Check these conditions before sampling, registration and shipping.
This document must be read in its entirety. Parts of this document may not be reproduced, published or distributed out of context without prior written permission from SEEF Laboratorium B.V. This version supersedes all previous versions of this document.
Accreditation scope and (Q) marking
This document covers several sample matrices. Chapters marked (Q) fall within the intended accreditation scope of SEEF Laboratorium B.V. The (Q) marking indicates that the matrix concerned is part of the intended accreditation scope. At the time this document was issued, this scope is not yet formally accredited. The materials described in chapter 5 fall outside the validated scope of the analytical method and are not part of the intended accreditation scope.
The deviations listed below may affect the reliability or representativeness of the analytical result. In these cases, the deviation is recorded and noted as a remark on the certificate of analysis. Despite these deviations, the (Q) marking is retained:
1. The sample was delivered wet (see § 1.2 Dryness requirement);
1. The sample contains visible contamination (see § 1.3 Purity);
1. An insufficient or non-standard quantity of sample material was delivered (see § 1.4 Quantity);
1. Air filters do not meet the stated acceptance conditions (see chapter 2 Air samples (Q)).

For deviations not described in this document, SEEF Laboratorium B.V. will assess whether the sample is suitable for analysis and, where necessary, contact the client beforehand.
	Note  SEEF Laboratorium B.V. reserves the right to reject samples that do not meet the conditions described in this document. The client will be informed before the analysis starts.



If you have any questions about these sample acceptance conditions, please contact us at info@seefbv.com.
1.  Paint and insulation matrix   (Q)
The conditions below apply to both paint samples and insulation samples.
1.1  Packaging
We recommend delivering paint or insulation samples in packaging from the first column. Packaging in the second column is not recommended; packaging in the third column is not accepted.
	Recommended
	
	Not recommended
	
	Not accepted

	1. SEEF sample container (SE01). Available via WeLIMS
1. Resealable bags up to A5
	
	1. Organza bags
1. Coffee filters
1. Resealable bags larger than A5
1. Cyclones
	
	1. Socks
1. Adhesive samples
1. Aluminium foil



Samples delivered in a resealable bag larger than A5, or in a cyclone, require more material than the minimum quantity of 1 gram (see § 1.4 Quantity).
Packaging other than the types listed above will be assessed case by case.
For safety reasons, the individual sample containers or bags must be packed together in a sealed outer bag (double packaging).
1.2  Dryness requirement
Wherever possible, samples must be delivered dry. If the surface to be sampled is wet, dry it before taking the sample.
Samples delivered wet are accepted by SEEF Laboratorium B.V. However, this deviation falls outside the validated scope of the analytical method and is recorded on receipt. It is also noted as a remark on the certificate of analysis. Drying the sample in the laboratory takes extra time, which extends the analysis time. As a result, we cannot commit to the turnaround time of 5 working days.
A wet sample can affect the analytical result in the following ways:
1. The sample mass is overestimated, because the weight of the water may be included
1. The chemical structure of the sample material may change during drying

	Note  Each deviation is assessed to determine whether the sample is suitable enough for analysis to report a valid result.


1.3  Purity
The surface must be clean before the sample is taken. Contaminants such as soil, sand, concrete residue, blasting grit, glass, wood, cobwebs or insects may be included in the analysis and affect the result.
1.4  Quantity
The minimum quantity of paint scrapings or insulation required for analysis is 1 gram.
Paint consists of layers with different densities. Paint flakes (thin, curled paint scrapings), for example, take up more volume than paint powder but may weigh less. As a guide to the minimum weight, use the weight of a full sugar sachet (approximately 2 grams); this quantity is more than sufficient. There is no maximum quantity of paint scrapings, provided it fits in the sample container.
If samples are delivered in a resealable bag larger than A5, or in a cyclone, some of the sample material may remain in the packaging and be lost. In that case, deliver approximately 2 grams instead of the minimum quantity of 1 gram.
Sufficient sample material is required so that the analysis can, where necessary, be repeated or combined with other analyses (combined analyses), safeguarding the quality of the result.

	Note  If insufficient sample material is delivered, the analysis cannot be carried out or a repeat analysis cannot take place. The client will be informed of this.
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	Insufficient sample, for both paint flakes and paint powder
	Sufficient sample, at least 1 gram, for both paint flakes and paint powder
	


2.  Air samples   (Q)
Air samples are delivered in cassettes. The following conditions apply:
1. Air samples must be delivered dry, with the filters intact. This is particularly important when combined with gravimetric analysis.
1. Only air filters from SEEF Laboratorium B.V. are accepted. These filters carry a unique code.
1. Air samples can be kept for two weeks after sampling. Send the sample to the laboratory as soon as possible after the measurement. The sampling date is a mandatory field in WeLIMS.
1. A field blank must be included with every order: the air filter is placed in the pump, but the pump is not switched on. This makes it possible to detect any contamination from equipment and gloves. The sampled air volume of the field blank is 0 m³. The field blank must be coded and registered in the same way as regular samples.
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	PVC filter 25 mm
	PVC filter 37 mm
	


3.  Wipe samples   (Q)
Wipe samples must be delivered dry. Only our own wipes (WS01, with known reduction and interference effects) are used. Available from our webshop. Wipes from other suppliers or other sampling materials cannot be analysed.
4.  Coding and identification
Each sample must have a unique code. Sequential numbering is preferred, for example M01, M02, M03.
In addition, each project must be assigned its own reference number. The labels on the samples must match the numbering in the registration, so that the samples can be matched. The reference number must also be stated on the outer bag (the outer packaging).
5.  Material outside the validated matrix
This chapter applies to material that falls outside the intended accreditation scope: blasting grit, steel slag, concrete and any other material that is not paint or insulation.
Blasting grit, steel slag, concrete and other materials are subject to the same requirements as paint and insulation samples (see chapter 1: Packaging, Dryness requirement, Purity and Quantity; and chapter 4 Coding and identification). These materials fall outside the validated scope of the analytical method. For this reason, no (Q) marking is stated on the certificate.
6.  Samples suspected of containing asbestos
Before a sample is processed, we check whether asbestos is suspected. SEEF Laboratorium B.V. does not itself analyse samples that contain asbestos.
	Important  If asbestos is suspected, the analysis will not start until SEEF Laboratorium B.V. has contacted the client to request an asbestos inventory report or additional information.
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